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A COURSE OF LECTURES 


I N 


1 
E of the Subject 

Divinity either Philoſophical or Revealed 
Philoſophical Divinity either Internal or Exter- 
nal either of which may be conſidered as Pure, 
or as mixed with Revealed Truths. 

Revealed Divinity, 1. Hiſtorical. 2. Critical. 
or 3. Doctrinal— The Hiſtorical diviſible into 4 
great Periods—beſides the Hiſtorical Evidence of 


the Authenticity of the Chriſtian Religion and of 


the Scriptures—The Critical either Explanatory 
or Corrective the former explanatory of the Text 
—2. of Cuſtoms and Manners. 3. of Opinions. 

Doctrinal Divinity conſiſts, 1. of Doctrines of 
Faith. 2. of Moral Duty. 

From the above Branches conſidered together 
ariſes another which may be called Argumentative 
Divinity — including, the Neceſſity and Uſe of 


Revelation—Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Reli- 


gion — Nature of Evidence from Prophecies— 


| Miracles—Internal Doctrines, &c. 
- BE : A LECT, 
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LECT. II. PART I. 
PHILOSOPHICAL OR NATURAL RELIGION. 


Firſt Queſtion concerning the Being of a God 
This proved, 1. From the marks of Deſign, and 
from the Order and Beauty, viſible in the World. 
2. Confirmed by univerſal Conſent. 3. Proved 
ſcientifically from the Relation of Cauſe and Ef- 
feft. 4. From internal Conſciouſneſs. 5. From 
the Neceſſity of a final as well as efficient Cauſe— 
Objections from the Notion of a material Cute 
anſwered. 

Confirmation of the above Arguments from 
Scripture. 

er. . 

Natural Attributes of the Deity — Unity of 
God Arguments for it Objection from the ſup- 
poſed general Conſent of Antiquity in the contrary 
Opinion anſwered. 5 

Eternity of God Spirituality of God—Infinite 
Power of God diſplayed in the Creation. 


LECT. IV. 


Providence of Godin the Natural and Moral 
World — General — Particular — other Aries 
included in his Omnipotence. 

Moral Attributes Wiſdom of God—Goodneſs 
| af God—Conliderations ariſing from his Attributes 
taken together. ih 
Objections to the Truths of Natural Religion 
anſwered. a 


LECT. 


4 $5) 
LECT. V. 

Origin of Evil a Queſtion ariſing out of Na- 
tural Religion—State of the Queſtion—Opinions 
of the Ancients on that Subjet—Manichean Doc- 
_ trine—a Refutation of it—Difficulty of the Queſ- 
tion a Solution propoſed with reſpect to Natural 
and Moral Evil. 

Writers on the Subject of Natural Religion. 

LECT. vI. . 

Moral Philoſophy—a Branch of Natural Reli- 
gion though of itſelf a diſtin& Science — True 
Objects of it — of two Kinds — Private and Pub- 
lick — the one ſubordinate to the other — Uſe of 
it in Religious Studies — Agreement of Ethical 
Philoſophy and Religion — the latter ſupplies the 
Deficiencies of the former. 

Immortality of the Soul—Proofs of it from Na- 
tural Reaſon—confirmed by Scripture. _ 
"HET 
TRANSITION FROM NATURAL TO REVEALED 
RELIGION. 

' Revelarion:= there Arguments for the Uſk— 
and Neceſlity of a Revelation—Revelations—Pa- 
triarchal — Jewiſh — Chriſtian — Evidence which 
accompanied each at their Promulgation—Autho- 
rity of the Patriarchal Revelations depends upon 
the Jewiſh— Jewiſh confirmed by Miracles—by 
2 viſible Diſplay of God's Power—by his conſtant 


Protection of his People — by Prophecy — Similar 
| A 2 1 Evidence 
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Evidence given of the Chriſtian Revelation—Dif- 
ference of the Evidence of Miracles and Prophecy 
in this caſe Miracles the Baſis of all other Proof 
in what manner they want Confirmation—con- 
firmed by Prophecy—and by internal Evidence. 
| LECT. Vm. PART Of. 

REVEALED RELIGION. Part I. HISTORICAL. 
Uſe of this Part of Revealed Religion — Firſt 
Period of ſacred Hiſtory—Patriarchal — contained 
in the Book of Genefis — Antiquity of that Book 
— Antediluvian Hiſtory — Creation — Fall — De- 
luge — collateral Proofs of the Deluge — Conſiſ- 
tency of the early Part of the Moſaick Account 
and of the Hiſtory as reſumed after the Deluge 
to the Diſperſion— Account of that Event— Ori- 
gin of Nations Moſaick Hiſtory now more con- 
fined—Call of Abraham—Hiltory from thence to 
the ſojourning in Egypt — Book of Genefis uſeful 
as an account of ancient Manners—Origin of the 
Idolatrous Religions of other Nations. 

L:E-C T. IX. 

Jewiſh Hiſtory —Diviſion of it into 5 Portions— 
two already conſidered — third Part unconnected 
with other Hiſtory, and to be learnt from the Scrip- 
tures only — viſible Manifeſtation of God in it — 
thence called a Theocracy God their Legiſlator 
—Deſign of the Jewiſh Law—PDiviſion into Mo- 
ral—Civil—and Ceremonial Contents of the four 
laſt Books of the Feneare chm IOaeTOgp of the 
Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs. 


Obſerva- 


. 

Obſervations on the Pentateuch. 1. That it is 
the Foundation and Introduction to the reſt of the 
Scriptures. 2. That it contains the Opening of a 
Syſtem to be gradually unfolded. | 

Books of Joſhua — Judges —Ruth—Samuel— 
Nature and Contents of each. 

Beginning of ſacred Books of Hymns and Pro- 

phecies-Sacred Chronology Geography. 
7 a L 

Fourth Period of Sacred Hiſtory before Chriſt 
Connected with profane Hiſtory with that of 
the Aſſyrian Empire of the Kingdoms of Baby- 
lon, Media, and Egypt that of the Perſian Em- 
pire—Scriptural Hiſtory begins to fail the Pro- 
phetical Books to, be taken into the Account 
Reaſons why the prophecies were now collected 
into ſeparate Books — why the Ceſſation of Pro- 
phecy at this time took place. 

Fifth Period Jewiſh Accounts—Greek—Roman 
—Joſephus—his Hiſtory of the Jews. 


LECT. XI. 

Hiſtory of Chriſt and his Apoſtles the md 
great Period in Hiſtorical Divinity—atviſible into 
2 parts. 1. Hiſtory of Chriſt himſelf. 2. Of his 
Apoſtles — Goſpel Hiſtory how to be ſtudied — 
Incarnation—Life—and Reſurre&tion of Chriſt. 
Acts of the Apoſtles—Propagation of the Goſ- 
pel ! in Judza—in other Countries—Argument in 
favour of the Chriſtian Religion reſulting from this 


Narrative. 
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2 ILE CT. XII. 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory Late Beginning of it as a 


ſeparate Portion of Hiſtory—2 Periods - iſt, from 


the Promulgation of Chriſtianity to the Reformation 
—2nd, from the Reformation to the preſent time. 

Subjects of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory three — iſt, 
Internal State and Conſtitution of the Churches 
2nd, External Hiſtory of them, — IS Internal 
Doctrine and Opinions. 


Internal State at firſt obſcure—Miniſters—Rites 


and Ceremonies—Points to be enquired into are— 
1. Laws of the primitive Church, 2. Origin of 
the preſent. 3. Origin of Corruptions Power of 
the Pope—Authority of General Councils. 

External Hiſtory—Propagation of Chriſtianity 
by the Apoſtles—in ſucceeding Ages—Perſecu- 
tions of the firſt Ages — Cauſes of them Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity in the Roman N 
in the Nations which ſucceeded. 

Internal Doctrine — affected by the State of 
Learning Hereſies — Method of claſſing them 
Specimen of it for the ſix firſt Centuries. 

Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians. 
LET. 


nſtances of Popiſh Corruptions—Purgatory— 


Satisfaction — Indulgences— Image-worſhip—Re- 
licks—Invocation of Saints—Monaſtick Inſtitu- 
tions. 
7 ECT. XIV. 
Reformation — 4 remarkable Fra- — connected 


with 
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with the Reſtoration of Learning — Reformation 
divided into two parts—1. General Hiſtory of the 
Beginning of it — 2. Particular Hiſtory of it in 
England—Preparatory Circumſtances — Wicliffe 
— Bohemian Reformers—Reformation begun by 
Luther—Progreſs of it under him — and Melanc- 
thon — Augſburg Confeſſion — Ref. in Switzer- 
land under Zuinglius — Calvin —Cauſes of Divi- 
fion between the Calviniſts and Lutherans—Armi- 
nians and Calvmiſts Council of Trent. 

Reformation of the Church of England under 
Hen, VIII. —Cranmer—Ref. conſidered with re- 
gard to three Points—1. Infallibility of the, Pope 
— 2, Tranſubſtantiation — 3. Tranſlation of the 
Scriptures and Liturgy—Ref.' under Edward VI, 
—Q. Mary—Q. Elizabeth—Beginning of Diſſen- 
fions at that Time. 

i LECT. XV. 

Diſſenſions of the Church of England Hiſtory 
of that Church reſumed from the beginning of 
Q. Elizabeth's reign attempts of the Papiſts 
Sectaries at firſt were chiefly Diſſenters in Diſci- 
pline — Origin of this controverſy Bp. Hooper 
Troubles at Frankfort—Different Diſpoſitions 
of the Engliſh Proteſtants at the opening of Q. 
Elizabeth's reign Acts of Supremacy and Uni- 
formity—Reſtoration of K. Edward's Liturgy and 
Articles — Convocation of 1562 — Diſpute about 
the Habits in 1564—Other cauſes of Difſent— 
Separation in 1566—Cartwright the author of far- 

ther Troublrs——Admonition to Parliament—Con- 
„ troverſy 8 


„ 8 
troverſy ariſing therefrom —Preibyterine Churches 


ſet up — Meaſures taken to ſuppreſs them — 
Meaſures and Diviſions of the Diſſenters—Brown- 


iſts and Barrowiſts —— Archbiſhop Whitgift's 
6 articles — Conteſt at its height in his time— 
Holy Diſcipline of the Puritans with Bancroft's 
anſwer—their application to Parliament—Libels 


— Diſpute between Travers and Hooker —Lam- 


beth Articles—Heads of Difference Other Secs 
and Controverſies of this reign — State of the 


Church on the acceſſion af K. James—Millenary 


Petition and Hampton-Court Conference. 
LECT. XVI. 
Hiſtory of the Church of England and Diſtenters 
continued — Meaſures in favour of the Church 
in James I's. time—Alterations in the Liturgy 
new Tranſlation of the Bible — Canons — Eſta» 
bliſhment of Epiſcopacy 1n n — Articles of 
Perth—Iriſn Articles. 

Beginnings of Difference in point of Doctrine 
Synod of Dort Its influence on the Church of 
England — K. James's Prohibition. 

Acceſſion of Charles I, — State of Religion 5 
ring the peaceable part of his reign — Cauſes of 
the troubles in the Church Progreſs of the attack 


on the Church in the long Parliament Aſſembly 


of Divines—Solemn League and Covenant Pro- 
ceedings of the Aſſembly in their reviſal of the 
Articles their Directory Form of Church Go- 
vernment Confeſſion of Faith Catechiſms, &c. 


een of the Independents — Account of 
that 


„ 
that Sed of the EraſtiansAnabaptiſts— Qua- 
kers and other SectsReſtoration Views and Pro- 
ceedings of the Preſbyterians at that time Savoy 
Conference Short View of later Controverſies. 
| LECT. XVII. 

Canon of Scripture—Explanation of the Term 
—Queſtion divided into two parts—1. Whether 
the Books are authentick—2. Whether the Wri- 
ters were inſpired. | 

Canon of O. T.—Teſtimony of the Apis : 
cling of the Jewiſh Canon—Number and Diviſion 
of the Jewiſh Books—Confirmation of the Teſti- 
mony of the Jews by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

Books of O. T. confidered ſingly — Divine Au- 
thority of the Pentateuch . eſtabliſhed by various 
Arguments— Books of Joſhua — Judges — pro- 
bably written near the Time of the Tranſactions 
Books of Samuel — Kings and Chronicles — 
Ezra—Nehemiah and Eſther—when and by whom 
written Internal Evidence of all theſe Books as 
compared with the Law or Pentateuch—Prophe- 
tical Books — Order of them — Evidence of their 
Authenticity—Pſalms—Proverbs and other Books 
of Solomon—Book of Job— Cultom of reading 
the Scriptures a means of preſcrving them entire 
—Teſtimony of the Samaritans to the Law — of 

the Egyptian Jews to the whole O. T. | 
O0. T. not abrogated but accompliſhed by the N. 


Hence the Ceremonial and Judicial Paſs —_ 


perſeded. 
LE C T. 
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Canon of N. T. a new Queſtion—publick Uſe 
and Reading of N. T.—Societies of Chriſtians go- 
verned by it—Publick Authority in favour of the 
Books of N. 1. Private Teſtimony—Circumſtances 
of Publication Spurious Books — Eccleſiaſtical 
Books Teſtimony of Enemies of Hereticks 
of Ancient . Evidence — Con- 
troverted Books. 7 
- Apocrypha of O. NN r. 

Inſpiration of Scripture — Proofs of it —How 
ro be underſtood. 7 | | 

Traditions, 

| LECT. XIX. 
| REVEALED RELIGION. Part II. CRITICAL. 
Criticiſm—Explanatory or CorrectiveExpla- 


natory depends — 1. on a Knowledge of Lan- 


guages—in ſacred Criticiſm of Greek and Hebrew 
—State of the Greek Language in the Time of 
the Apoſtles—three Things to be attended to in 
their Language—Uſle of the Hebrew Literature— - 
Simplicity and Particularities of the Language 
State of the Hebrew Language at the Return from 
Captivity — Origin and Uſe of the Points. 

2. Explanatory Criticiſm depends on Critical 
Skill to be acquired by Preparation and Exercife. 

3. In an inferior Degree on the Aſſiſtance of 
Commentators—Commentators of different Kinds 
—1. Miſcellaneous Character of thoſe of different 
Ages — 2. Paraphraſts — 3. Harmoniſts — Con- 
cordances—4. ſuch as explain Local Cuſtoms—or 
5. Local Opinions. 


LECT. 


6 
LET. XX. 

Corrective Criticiſm — Uſe and Trees: of 
jt —Preparation for it—whether to be admitted 
in Scripture — Means of ſettling the Text — 1. 
MSS. uſe of them—2. Printed Editions—g. An- 
cient. Verfions—Account of them—Septuagint— 
other Greek Verſions —Italick — St. Jerom's — 
Vulgate—Samaritan' Pentateuch — Chaldee Para- 
_ phraſes—Syriack Verſfion—other oriental Verſions 
—Polyglotts—4, Citations of Ancient Writers— 
n excluded. 

LECT. XXI. 

Higher Kinds of Criticiſm — room for them in 
Divinity HiſtoricalArgumentative — Occaſion 
of writing each of St. Paul's Epiſtles — and the 
ſeveral Catholic Epiſtles—Criticiſm of Style and 
Compoſition — Interpretation of the nm 
Writings. 

LECT. XXII. 

REVEALED RELIGION. Part III. DOCTRINAL. 

Doctrines relating to the Godhead —probable 
Uſe of Revelations concerning the Divine Per- 
fections and Difficulty of comprehending them 
Doctrine of the Trinity — Divinity and diſtin& 
Perſonality of the Father—of the Son—and of the 
Holy Ghoſt—theſe Articles proved from N. T.— 
Confirmation of them from the O. T.—and from 
the Agreement of O. and N. T. — Conſequences 
of the Doctrine Nature of ancient Teſtimony on 
this Subje&t—Controyerlies, 

| LECT, 
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LECT, XXIII. | 
Redemption of Man—Office of the Word or 
Son in this Redemption—Neceflity of his taking 
upon him the Nature of Man as ſet forth in Scrip- 
ture—of his Sufferings—Nature and Reaſons (as 


far as revealed) of the Atonement made by him 


Motives of Duty ariſing from this Doctrine Uſe 


of the Reſurrection of Chriſt—his Aſcenſion—Cer- 
tainty of his ſecond coming to judge. the World. 


LECT. XXIV. 


Office of the Holy Ghoſt—Aſſiſtance given by 


him to the Apoſtles—His Gifts in the early Ages— 
His ordinary Aſſiſtance to all ſincere Believers— 
how and where requiſite—how ſubſervient to Faith, 
Knowledge, Obedience, and Perſeverance — pro- 
miſed in Scripture for all theſe purpoſes, and no 
others—by what means the operation of the Spirit 
produces theſe effects to whom given—Common 
or preventing, and Special or aſſiſting Grace — 
what may be learnt from the Scripture with reſpect 
to the manner of its operation Moral Uſes of this 
promiſe. 

| LECT. XXV.: - 

Condition of Man under the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation — Original Sin — Scriptural Account of it 
agrees. with Experience and Hiſtory, : 

Free Will—Preventing and aſſiſting Grace—the 


Scriptural Doctrine not inconſiſtent with human 
Liberty—Canſequences of it. | 


LECT. 


„ 
L EC. + XXVE: 

Condition of Man under the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant continued Articles xi, xii — Juſtification by 
Faith Scriptural Senſe and Intention of the Doc- 
trine Powers of Man defective of themſelves in 
three ReſpectsNeceſſity of Good: Works Con- 
ſiſtency of theſe two Doctrines — Errors on theſe 
Subjects Articles xiii, XIV—Xv, xvi. . 

Predeſtination — Difficulties attending it—Ex- 
planation of paſſages | in Scrigture concerning * 
of Article xvii.—Synod of Dort. 

LECT. XXVII. 
Moral Duties of Chriſtianity divided into Obe- 
dience and Repentance — Obedience the Deca- 
logue whether obligatory on Chriſtians - whether 
a Summary of the whole Moral Law Moral Law 
both of the Jews and of Nature—how confirmed and 
enlarged by the Goſpel . Repentance in what 
ſenſe revealed by the Goſpel of what it conſiſts 
how it becomes a conſtant Duty advantages of it. 

Poſitive Duties partaking of a Moral Nature 
Prayer and the Sabbath. , 

Prayer — a Reaſonable ſervice conſidered with 
reſpe& to Natural Religion—for what uſes and rea- 
ſons enjoined by Chriſtianity—entitled to what pro- 
miſes and on what grounds—parts or kinds of Prayer 
ho practiſed by Heathens, Jews, and Chriſtians. 
The Sabbath — Jewiſh Law concerning it 
whether equally binding on Chriſtians — uſes and 


e of it—Sabbatarian Controverſy. 
' LECT. 
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LECT. XXVIII. 

Duties of Chriſtianity merely Poſitive Sacra- 
ments — meaning, application, and abuſe of the 
term Sacrament—Limitarion of it by the Church 
of England — Common Marks and Properties of 
the Sacraments of the Church of England with the 
Definition of the term ariſing therefrom — Sacra- 
ments of the Roman Catholic Church — and 
how far ſome of them obtain in the Church of 


England. 


Sacrament of Baptiſm — Origin of the Cere- 
mony—Bapriſm of Sr. er Chriſt—Infant 
Baptiſm. 

LECT, . | 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper — preſignified 
by the Jewiſh Paſfover—by their Sacrifices—ex- 
plained from the manner and words of Inſtitution 
compared with other Paſſages of Scripture, 
Abuſes of this Sacrament—Doctrine of the real 
Preſence—of Tranſubſtantiation — Elevation and 


Adoration of the Hoſt—Refufal of the Cup to the 


Laity—Roman Catholick Maſſes Origin and Ac- 


count of them with the Objections made to them 


by Proteſtants—their Repugnance to Scripture — 
Abuſes of Practice with regard to them — Private 


or Solitary Maſſes—their frequency. 


Excellence and Simplicity of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion with regard to poſitive LnunGions and Cere- 
monies. 

LECT. 


4 
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LE CH. XX. PART II. 


ARGUMENTATIVE DIVINITY; 
Argumentative Divinity conſiſts of three parts 
1. Arguments from without 2. Arguments ariſing 
from within — 3. Arguments of Connection and 
Compariſon — 1. External Arguments relate to 
the Neceſſity and Uſe of Religion of Revelation 
Proper Evidences of Revelation their Kind and 
Degree Particular Evidences as Miracles Pro- 
phecies— of what force and liable to what Excep- 
tions—Combination of theſe Evidences with each 
| other and with the Internal Excellence of Doc- 
trine—General Evidence from the Coherence of 
the whole Scheme—and of the ſeveral particular 
Evidences with each other—Uſe and Sufficiency of 
Reaſon in Matters of Revelation. 

2. Internal Arguments either Didactick or Con- 
troverſial- Objection from the Want of Univerſality. 
3. Arguments of Connection and Compariſon. 


LECT. It. 
APPENDIX 


Nature af" a Chriſtian Church—Uſe of the Word 
in Scripture—Univerſal or Inviſible Church—Par- 
ticular or Viſible—Origin of Chriſtian Churches 
General Form of them — their Independence of 
each other—no Claim of Supremacy of Power— 

or of Infallibility, in the Ancient Church Vanity 

of ſuch Pretenſions in the Church of Rome — 
Art. xix.—Authority of the Church twofold—of 
ordaining Rites—and of determining Controver- 
hes—Limitation of each— Art. xx. | 


LECT. 


E 
LECT. XXXII. 
Authority of the Church in compiling a Li- 


turgy and Articles Liturgy—Expediency and 
Neceſſity of it argued-—Adrantagen and Uſe of 
tha of the Church of England-—ACCOE its 
Compilation. 

Book of Homilies—Deſign and Nature of it. 

Articles—Origin and Uſe of Creeds—Confeſfſion 
of Augſburg—Origin of the Articles of the Church 
of England Authority of them Interpretation of 
them. 


L RCT. II, . 


Common Prayer of England — Sources from 
whence derived—Accouat of each particu gen, 
whence derived, &c. 

| LECT. XXXV. | 

Miniſterial Duty and Character Neceſſity 
of a Miniſtry the Apoſtles the firſt Miniſters 
their Qualifications extraordinary Knowledge of 
Religion now to be acquired by Study — Duty of 
previous Study—of a Continuance of it Duty of 
Example—with other general Duties. 

Particular Duties — Interpretation of Scripture 
—Teaching—Performance of the public Services 
— of the occaſional Services—particularly* Cate- 
chiſing—private Duties—V iſitation of the Sick 
Various Parochial Duties—of Example—Advice 


and —_—— 
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